Pest management in NSW national parks

WILD DOGS
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Pictured above: A wild dog in Wollemi National Park, photographed during
DEC fauna surveys in 2005. Photo, H Achurch/DEC

History

Wild dogs in Australia include:

¢ dingoes, which originated from the wolves of Asia and the
Middle East and arrived in Australia about 4000 years ago

* feral dogs — domestic dogs living in the wild

* hybrids, the result of cross-breeding between dingoes and

feral dogs.

Distribution in NSW today

Populations of wild dogs, including dingoes, mainly occur along
the Great Dividing Range, coastal hinterlands, and in north-
western NSW. The proportion of dingoes in these populations

is unknown.

New South Wales
Government

Impact on the environment and agriculture

Wild dogs cause substantial losses of livestock for sheep
graziers: up to 30% in some areas. They prey on native
mammals and birds and may also compete with native
predators, such as quolls, for food and other resources. In
rare cases, aggressive wild dogs may threaten or attack park
visitors.

Breeding between dingoes and feral dogs is one of the
biggest threats to remaining native dingo populations.

Wild dogs may also suppress other pests such as feral goats

and rabbits.

Management by NPWS$

The approach endorsed by the NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NPWS), now part of the Department of
Environment and Conservation, rural lands protection boards
(RLPBs) and the NSW Pest Animal Council balances
preventing attacks on livestock from wild dogs moving out of
reserves and conserving dingoes in the core areas of some
national parks. This approach is incorporated into the Rural
Lands Protection Act.

NPWS identifies local problem areas and works with other
landholders to develop cooperative wild dog control plans.
RLPB figures suggest stock losses are declining in some of
these areas. For example, stock losses have dropped by
around 75% per year in the Wee Jasper area and by 65% in
the Glen Innes area between 2002 and 2005.

Wherever wild dogs are a problem in national parks, NPWS
has programs in place to control them. NPWS monitors and
removes aggressive dingoes from around campsites in
national parks, such as Myall Lakes, Yuraygir and Crowdy

Bay, where they have become accustomed to people.




Campers are encouraged not to feed dingoes.
NPWS also works with NSW Police and local landholders to
prevent illegal pig hunting in national parks because it often leads

to the release or escape of hunting dogs that can become feral.

Control techniques
Ground-baiting using buried 1080 meat baits is the most

effective control option and the most widely used. It allows

baits to be placed where they are most likely to be found by
wild dogs and reduces their uptake by native animals. Dog
trappers and shooters will then often target bait-shy or rogue dogs.
Aerial baiting is used in some parks where the terrain is
inaccessible or other methods have not reduced wild dog
attacks on stock to an acceptable level.

Dog-proof exclusion fencing is used in some areas.

SOME NPWS WILD DOG CONTROL PROGRAMS

Southern NSW

In response to reports of wild dog attacks, NPWS has
embarked on NSW's most extensive and intensive wild dog
control program in and around Kosciuszko National Park,
especially Byadbo Wilderness Area in the south-eastern part of
the park. The program covers an area of approximately 70,000
hectares. In some areas, baits are laid up to 25 kilometres into
Byadbo. NPWS also employs up to six contract dog trappers
and three permanent staff dedicated to the control program.
Monitoring of sand pads has indicated a significant reduction in

wild dog activity over the duration of the program.

Brindabella and Wee Jasper Valley Cooperative Wild
Dog Control Plan

Established in July 2001, this plan has been so successful that it
is now being used as a model for further cooperative wild dog
control plans in other areas.

Implementation of the plan has reduced stock losses by an

average of 75% a year.

Northern Tablelands
In the Glen Innes and Tenterfield areas, NPWS is working with

other government agencies, the Northern New England RLPB

and more than |50 landholders in a large-scale control

program. It involves:

* two ground-baiting programs a year

* aerial baiting on private lands and in Guy Fawkes River
National Park

* a dog-trapper funded by NPWS and the Northern New
England RLPB with over 100 dogs successfully trapped.

Between 2002 and 2005, the program resulted in a reduction

of 65% in attacks by wild dogs on stock in the area.

In the Armidale and Walcha areas, NPWS undertakes three

For more information on pest management in NSW national parks, please visit our website at
www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au or contact DEC's Environment Line on 1300 361 967,
8.30 am to 5.00 pm, Monday to Friday.
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ground-baiting programs each year and supports trappers
contracted to the RLPBs. Between January and September
2005, around 60 problem dogs were successfully trapped and
removed from these areas. Aerial baiting is also conducted in
Oxley Wild Rivers, Cottan-Bimbang and Nowendoc national

parks, and Tuggolo Creek Nature Reserve.

Sturt National Park

Strategic ground-baiting in conjunction with the dingo fence
provides a buffer zone around Sturt National Park. Trapping
and shooting are also used. NPWS is committed to responding
within 36 hours if a neighbour reports an attack on stock by
wild dogs from the park. However, since 1998, only one
landowner has reported an attack. The near absence of such
reports, coupled with the reports of an increase in wild dog
numbers elsewhere in western NSW, is evidence the local
program is working.

Llamas guard against wild dogs in the Upper Murray
As members of the Tumbarumba Shire Feral Animal Working
Group, NPWS and the Hume RLPB have initiated a trial using
llamas to guard against wild dog attacks on lambs. Six llamas
have been purchased and provided to neighbouring farmers for
two years, after which the farmers have the option of buying or
returning the llamas. Promising initial results indicate that
lambing losses to wild dogs and foxes have decreased where

the llamas are on patrol.

Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre
NPWS is committed to assisting and supporting the
establishment of a demonstration site on the Northern
Tablelands to evaluate new initiatives for controlling wild dogs
as part of the work by the Australian Invasive Animals

Cooperative Research Centre.

Published by: Department of Environment and Conservation NSW
59—61 Goulburn Street PO Box A290 Sydney South 1232
Ph: (02) 9995 5000 (switchboard) Ph: I31 555 (environment information and publications requests)

Ph: 1300 361 967 (national parks information and publications requests)
Fax: (02) 9995 5999 TTY: (02) 9211 4723
Email: info@environment.nsw.gov.au Website: www.environment.nsw.gov.au





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


